
Boarder Patrol
Snowboardels are joining skiers in the patrolling lanks.
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lhe N€tional ski Patol, the or€anization thatcertfies andeducates p.trolcfs, now includes rrps In
ts rf.ning m.nua on tobo€g6n hardrnglor both ske6 and snowboardeB.

"P!l ing a toboggan is eas er on a snowboad becalseyoule . your nrost natlra, comfortabe
postion,'says Dalrd Levt, a pakorer at Mammoth Mountain in callor.ia.

Pavo hg on a snowboard has a.other advanlage as wel, Ihe fexib e boots snowboarders
w€ar nrak€ caring for patients of the slope that much easer n 6ddton, ther€ are several
srtuatons in which a patroleroira board s the best choce to send on a m sson

"The on v wav to calch a snowboarder who breaks an avalanchc closwc s to send a
snowbo. rdcr '  says  Leq.  'A  sk ie r jus t  can  t  keep up .

Cerian srow condUons and terran featlres,lrke ce or tar spols, are nrore chalengnE lor
snowboard ng patrollels. Geoige Leirerse, patro d rector at New Hampshlre s A(irash skr resort,
says soDre patrollers cairy ce gr ppers to he p stab ize themselves on steep, icy lerain. Becarse
s.owboafdcrs mlst remove one foot to skale, pll ng a victim in a toboggan ovcr a iat area ca.
bc tcdiols, eul possibly the b ggest problem board pat.olle.s tace ls thc snowboardcr slereotype

'loften 
Eel an older skier.type saying somelhing lke, sonre snowboarder cul heotl,'Lery

says. "B!t thcn rhey look dow. at my ieet a.d usualylhe senlencej(sl lra s oll
U,hrle haeog snoqboardeG on patro m grrt bolher sonre ol the Dore closemrnded clre.tele.

admmrstratoG and madete.s say it s great tor the mountain s nr.8c and can be cruoaln assuf.E
s6le cond trons n the €sorl s lercin oa s.

"ll s a benefil to h&e sn@boarde6 lo check l,rc solcly of thejonrps and p@vide leedback to
the gdohe6.- says oan Healey, skipatroldnector al Loon Molnlan, New Hampshrc.
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Desptelhe uend, sofre mountains sl ll have a pol cy aSarnst snowboard paroleB. Al snowbrd,
utah. for exanlpte, patlotte6 do a tor of avaanche.omro] work. Accordrng ro skr Pavot onecror
losh Benne(, tlrey otlen hae togan elevaron In a hu(y, and 'n deep powder a s.o$boarder wou d
have to lse snowshoes, whch slows down the orocess.

other resorts wnh simrlar situations have come up sth cre.rNe soLnons. Al Manrmolh Mountain,
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Wh e in sonre cases snowboard patrolers are reslrcted from perfoining certa. dlties on the
moulan NationalSkiP.tro Edlcaiion Dnecror ludy ovcr says they receve dentica medicaitra ning.

'There sholld be no d lierence in their patro linE ab ilies or response t me, Over sa d. "The onlylh ng
thafs dfferent s that theyle !sng anotheriorn ofvanspo4aton,

A ash Mounlain s GeorEe Lemerise concus.
"Good l i tesavers  a re  wor lh  the  r  we gh t  ngod, 'hesays . ' l sonEone sgood med lca ly  a .d  ca .  n rake

It work, I don r care what s of their reet. --luol|$a fi. &am8

In a cont nued ellort toeducate aswe as ente.tan Boad
AID returns in 2000 wdh lwo domeslic cvcnts. Dccnred a
"FestLval of Awareness, Boa.d A D conrbnes p.ofessonal
skateboarding. snowboard'ng. and nrusc wilh HIV/AIDS

Since ls debut in 1994, Boa.d Al0, crcated by the oo.
pfofit T6nswond Foundalion, has raised 696.000 dollars
rharwasdonared rhrough LlFEbeat lor Hlv/alDs prevemron,

education. aod scfvicc prog.ams. The event deiiritey has lhe slpport of lhe athletes as professional
snowboarder lina Basich aod skateboarder Andy Macdonald have both srgned on as spokespeope fof
the event. Thrs season spectators can watch the professionals In the halrpipe, blg an. boardercross,
and skale and BMX Emo demos.

Bands such astne Aeastie BoF. Pornoiorryfos, Rage Agarnnthe Mach.e 311, T.be Called Quest,
olispring, Wiceflean, and Sublme haw algraced the stage oi Board Al0 . years past.

Dates  to r  the  even l  a re  March  10  12 ,2000 a t  Bg Bear  Mo ln tan ,  cah forna ,  a .d  Apr i r  7  9 ,
2000 in Colorado. For mo.e i.fornaton, log on io boardaid.com or pho.e tlre Board AID hot ine at:
1800-788.7072, ext. 225. -Robyn Hakes
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